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October 13, 2021 

Greetings Parents, Students, and Staff, 

I hope you are all well. I wanted to revisit an ongoing issue regarding COVID and our return to 

full in-person school days. As I have said multiple times, our number one goal for the year was 

to return students and staff safely to an all-day in-person schedule. We have been able to 

accomplish this, but transportation continues to be a serious point of concern. 

Quite simply, to get our students to school, we need every bus and driver we have, and even with 

that, most busses are at or near-maximum capacity. Having many riders in close proximity is 

increasing the number of students on precautionary quarantines when they are in contact with a 

positive individual. This serves to increase the number of students on remote learning and 

defeats our initial goal of getting everyone back to in-person learning. 

Our parents providing transportation for their children has helped (and is appreciated) but is not 

enough to reduce the total number of riders. As a result, the district has made the decision to 

return to a two-run bus schedule as was done last year. The Jr/Sr High will be on one run, and the 

MJT and GES buildings will be on another. This will cut ridership per bus in half or, in some 

cases, even more. It will have a parallel effect on the number of quarantined students in the event 

of a positive case on the bus. 

A change like this is never ideal once school has started. It will impact student, parent, and staff 

schedules, and I suspect, childcare for many of you. For that, I apologize, but a failure to act is 

also not acceptable. We must reduce the number of students that we see on quarantine. 

In the next week, you will be receiving a letter from your child’s principal, explaining the 

building-specific changes as well as a letter from Mr. Kelly that identifies the changes to your 

child’s bus times. The change over to the two-run system will begin on the morning of 

November 1, 2021. 

Should you have any questions regarding this change and why it is taking place, please do not 

hesitate to contact me. 

 

Thank you in advance, 

Tom McGurl 

Superintendent of Schools  

 


