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8/16/21 

Greetings Parents, Students and Staff,  

Welcome back to another school year. I hope that everyone has had a relaxing and enjoyable summer. 

This is not a traditional welcome back to school letter because unfortunately and despite our hopes, we 

will not be returning to the 2021-2022 school year in an entirely traditional manner. COVID is still with 

us, and frankly the positive case numbers are worse in the region right now than they were last year at this 

time. Though this is troubling we must move forward and for the near future, modify our approach to 

meet our educational mandate, all the while maintaining safety for our students and staff. The number one 

goal this year is to get students safely back to school on a daily basis.  

As a district, we passionately believe that students learn best while in class with our professional and 

extremely talented educators. It is vital, not only for their educational growth, but also their social and 

emotional health. This applies to our staff as well. We did not go into this profession to instruct students 

on a screen. Daily in person contact with our students provide feedback, validation and a professional 

satisfaction that remote learning simply cannot accomplish.  

Fortunately, we have a plan to safely return to full in person daily instruction. It does not come without 

inconvenience, but the inconvenience is necessary not only to get students back, but also to ensure 

everyone’s safety and ability to remain in school.  

Below, I have outlined our current reopening procedures. These are subject to change as we move through 

the year. I would ask that like last year you remain flexible as we will likely need to adjust our operational 

procedures. I will remain in contact with you regarding any changes and the rational for them as the 

situation evolves.  

I hope you all enjoy the remainder of the summer and please feel free to contact me should you have any 

questions. 

Regards,  

Tom McGurl  

Superintendent  

 

The following outline for reopening has been developed in conjunction with the: 

 Granville administration and staff 

 Granville medical providers 



 

 

 The Washington County Department of Health 

 The New York State Department of Education 

 Needham Risk Management  

 The Centers for Disease Control guidance documents.  

 

Goal: The priorities for the 2021-2022 school year will be to: 

 Return to 100% in-person instruction 

 Safely maintain an in-person learning environments for all students, faculty, and staff 

 Preserve co-curricular activities, extracurricular activities, and interscholastic athletics for 

students 

 

Transportation:  

 School transportation will return to full capacity. 

 School transportation will keep windows open when possible. 

 Assigned seats will be required on transportation and records will be kept to provide for contact 

tracing.  

 Parent transportation is strongly encouraged to keep student numbers as low as possible.  

 All riders and staff MUST wear masks 100% of the time. 

 

Daily Cleaning/Disinfecting Procedures and Protocols: 

 The district will continue regular cleaning and disinfection daily or more frequently, as needed, 

along with frequent cleaning and disinfection of shared objects and surfaces as well as high 

transit areas, such as restrooms and public areas. 

 Filtration/Ventilation: ensure maximum outside air is utilized in all HVAC equipment by 

monitoring the EMS system for outside damper positions when appropriate.  

 Classrooms will be disinfected as necessary 

 High volume touch points will be disinfected frequently throughout the day as well as each night 

 Primary products used: EPA approved disinfectants, disinfecting mist/fogger, disinfecting sprays 

& surface wipes  

 Use of hand sanitizer and the practice of good hygiene will be taught/encouraged 

 All staff/ students will have access to PPE as needed 

 

Cafeteria:  

 Lunch will be served in the cafeteria 

 Students will not be required to wear masks when seated in the cafeteria.  

 Students may sit with 3’ spacing at assigned tables 

 If a student or staff member is exposed to a COVID positive individual, and they are within six 

feet of the positive individual, they may be quarantined. This will be determined by The 

Washington County Department of Health.  

Vaccinations:  



 

 

 Vaccinated individuals will not be required to quarantine if exposed to a positive if they are not 

symptomatic.  

 Regardless of vaccination status, mask use will be required (please see below)  

 Vaccination status has to be verified by NYSDOH before a contact can be cleared from an 

order to quarantine 

 The Granville Board of Education has requested that the county run a vaccination clinic in the 

district for students (over 12 years of age) and staff. Information will be forthcoming as the 

details are fleshed out.  

 No current mandate/requirement for employees to be vaccinated 

 

Classrooms: 

 Classroom spacing will return to three feet or greater if possible. This will allow us to get all 

students back to school on a regular schedule. 

 Assigned seats and seating charts will be required.  

 Windows in the classroom will remain open when possible.  

 Air handling system will be set to increase fresh air distribution.  

Sports:  

 Masks will be required for all spectators, athletes, and staff for all indoor sports.  

 Spectators will be limited to 50% capacity for all indoor sports.  

 There is no requirement for masks for outdoor athletics.  

 Spectators at outdoor events must be socially distanced and masks are recommended for all 

individuals.  

Safety Drills: 

 Drills will be modified to maintain social distancing. 

 

Extra/Co-curricular Activities: 

 Extra-curricular clubs will be active as normal.  

 Fieldtrips will be considered on a case-by-case basis but may be limited if significant travel is 

required.  

 

Remote Option: 

 Remote learning will only be provided for students who are placed on county quarantine. There is 

no self-selected remote option.  

 All students are expected to return to normal attendance expectations for the 2021-2022 school 

year.  

Mask Use: 

 Masks will be required indoors for all students, staff, and visitors.  

 Frequent masks breaks will be built into the daily schedule for all students and staff throughout 

the day. 



 

 

 This is consistent with CDC, Washington County Health, Needham Safety, and our medical 

providers recommendations.  

 Students who are properly masked, and within three feet of a positive individual will not be 

quarantined, and will be able to remain in school, unless symptomatic.  

Quarantines 

 Each case will be investigated, but per Washington County, the general plan is: 

o If there is an exposure: 
 Fully vaccinated individuals are not required to quarantine, if asymptomatic 

 Unvaccinated individuals 

 Separated by at least 6-feet: No quarantine required 

 Separated by less than 6-feet: 

o If properly masked: No quarantine required 
o If not masked (i.e., during mealtime): quarantine possible  

 

COVID Testing 

 Washington County is developing a potential screening plan – not anticipated to be completed 

until mid-to-late September  

 Voluntary participation 

 

Disclaimer: The district’s reopening plan is a fluid document that is subject to change based on the recommendations from the 

CDC, AAP, NYSED, NYSDOH, LCDOH, the district’s Risk Management and Safety Specialist, and the district’s physician. 

Additionally, the district will be monitoring Washington County’s COVID-19 community transmission rate and how the 

transmission rate may impact the daily operational procedures. Transmission rates are measured by the CDC’s four-category 

system of low, moderate, substantial, and high. Click here for the CDC COVID-19 data tracker. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#county-view


 

 

 


