
This is not the message I expected to 
be writing when this school year began.

The arrival of the COVID-19 virus 
has sickened local people, created 
economic hardships for local families, 
closed our school buildings, canceled 
extracurricular activities, and forced our 
students and faculty to adopt 
and adapt to new ways of 
learning and teaching. It has 
and will continue to pose 
great challenges.

I can also say it has made 
me prouder than ever to 
serve the Granville Central 
School District. Not a day 
goes by that I don’t see or 
hear examples of how local 
families, neighbors and 
businesses are coming together to help 
others through the crisis.

I want to take this opportunity to thank 
our students and parents for adjusting 
your lives to incorporate at-home 
learning. Your patience, collaboration 
and commitment are very much 
appreciated. 

I want to thank our administrators, 
faculty and staff for your ingenuity, 
enthusiasm and dedication to our 
students’ educational and emotional 
wellbeing. 

I want to thank the community at large 
for your support of our students at all 
levels, but particularly for our seniors 
whose final year at Granville Junior-
Senior High has been memorable for 
reasons we’d rather not remember. I can 
assure you we will do our very best to 
give the members of the Class of 2020 

the recognition they deserve once it is 
safe to do so.

As we look ahead to the 2020-2021 
school year, uncertainty continues to 
prevail. We certainly hope to welcome 
students back to our classrooms in 
September, but what our “new normal” 

will look like is largely 
unknown. What I can tell 
you is that we will closely 
follow all guidance from 
state and federal health 
officials to provide as safe an 
educational experience as 
we can.

Another certainty, 
unfortunately, is a significant 
reduction in state assistance 
for our schools. Our district 

learned in mid-May that we will receive 
$2.6 million less in aid for the coming 
school year. After careful consideration, 
your School Board determined that now 
is not the time to ask district taxpayers 
to make up this budget shortfall. As you 
will see from the budget presentation 
inside, the amount of money the district 
is asking taxpayers to contribute to next 
year’s budget is unchanged from the 
past four years. This will require difficult 
reductions in staffing and services that 
have not yet been determined, but I 
can assure you that we will strive to 
minimize the impact on our students’ 
education to the greatest degree 
possible.

Thank you for your time and attention 
to your school district.

 
Tom McGurl, Superintendent
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Budget Details Inside!
Vote by Mail by June 9

Three Granville residents are running for three open seats on the Granville Central School District Board of 
Education, each with a three-year term beginning July 1, 2020, and expiring on June 30, 2023. The District 
invited each candidate to submit a photo and brief letter of introduction.

Michele O’Brien 
Hello, my name is Michele O’Brien. 

I am running for a seat on the 
Granville Central School Board. 
I am a past graduate of Granville 

and a retired Pharmacist. My 
husband and I moved our family 

back from New Hampshire so our 
children could attend Granville. 
I currently have a sophomore in 
Granville and a 2019 graduate 

who just completed his first year 
at Clarkson. I think I would make a 
very good board member because 
of my willingness to listen and to 

have open dialogue with students, 
staff, parents and other board 

members. As a board member I 
would work towards enhancing 
and strengthening the education 
each child receives. Every child 

learns differently, and we need to 
be diverse in how we educate each 
and every child. I would also build 

on the public’s understanding, 
support and participation to help 
bring about a stronger Granville 
school system and community.

Susan Perry 
I have decided to run for a second 

3-year term on the Board of 
Education of Granville Central
School. My background as a 

nurse in a wide variety of settings 
prepared me well for my first

term on the Board. I believe in 
providing our students with the 

very best educational
opportunities in a fiscally 

responsible way. We are facing an 
extremely difficult time where we
will need to balance what we can 
offer our students and what the 
taxpayers can afford. Change
will be inevitable and I promise 

from my point of view the students 
will come first. It has been a

pleasure to serve the District and 
the students of Granville. I hope to 

be able to continue in my
role as a Board member.

John Troy 
I am a proud graduate of GCS, 

class of 1970. Fifty years ago I left 
the halls of Granville High, well-
prepared to face the challenges 
of further education or the job 
market. My decisions led to a 

teaching career in mathematics of 
33.5 years. My reason for seeking 
a seat on this BOE is to give back 
to this school some of what it gave 
to me. The greatest gift a school 
community can give its children 
is an education that will enable 

them to be happy and successful 
in whatever endeavors they 

choose. Children need a variety of 
experiences to make that possible. 

Sound academics, athletics, 
fine arts, vocational training, and 
extracurricular opportunities are 

all important. With the recent 
pandemic, it has been wonderful 

to see the teachers, administrators, 
families, and community at large 

in Granville all doing their part 
to provide the most positive 

educational experience possible 
in very challenging times. Granville 

will get through these difficult 
times and continue to provide the 
best education possible within the 

financial resources available.

Meet The Candidates: GCSD Board of Education

Due to the COVID-19 crisis, 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo has 
ordered that all 2020-2021 
school district budget votes be 
conducted by absentee ballot. 
The Granville Central School 
District will be mailing an 
absentee ballot to all qualified 
voters during the week of May 
26, and those ballots must be 
mailed back to the District so 
that they arrive no later than 
Tuesday, June 9.

A qualified voter is someone 
who is a U.S. citizen, 18 years 
of age or older, a resident of the 
District for at least 30 days prior 
to the vote, a registered voter, 
and not disqualified by any 
reason set forth in New York 
State Election Law §5-106. 

Anyone who otherwise meets 
the definition of a qualified 
voter but has not registered to 
vote, must do so to receive an 
absentee ballot. For information 
on how to register, please 
contact the District Clerk at 
518-642-1051 ext. 1301 or the 
Washington County Board of 
Elections at 518-746-2180. 

If you are a qualified voter 
and have not received a ballot 
by June 1, please contact 
District Clerk Ashlee Zinn at 
518-642-1051 ext. 1301.

Please Vote!
Mail-in ballots due by June 9.

See front
page for
details.

2020-2021 GCSD Budget Notice 

Overall Budget Proposal 
Budget Adopted  
for the 2019-2020   

School Year 

Budget Proposed 
for the 2020-2021 

School Year 

Contingency Budget 
for the 2020-2021 

School Year * 

Total Budgeted Amount, Not Including Separate Propositions $ 26,682,511 $ 26,136,086 $  25,386,064 
Increase/Decrease for the 2019-20 School Year 

 

$   (546,425) $   (1,296,447) 
Percentage Increase/Decrease in Proposed Budget -2.05 % -4.86% 

Change in the Consumer Price Index 1.81%  
 

 
A.  Proposed Levy to Support the Total Budgeted Amount  $7,076,119 $7,076,119  

B.  Levy to Support Library Debt, if Applicable                                  

C.  Levy for Non-Excludable Propositions, if Applicable **    
D.  Total Tax Cap Reserve Amount Used to Reduce Current Year Levy    

E.  Total Proposed School Year Tax Levy  (A + B + C - D)  $7,076,119 $7,076,119       $7,076,119 

F.  Total Permissible Exclusions $    434,092 $   369,855  
G.  School Tax Levy Limit, Excluding Levy for Permissible Exclusions $ 6,728,324 $ 6,778,860  
H.  Total Proposed School Year Tax Levy, Excluding Levy to Support Library 
Debt and/or Permissible Exclusions (E – B – F + D) $ 6,642,027 $ 6,706,264  

I.  Difference: G – H (Negative Value Requires 60.0% Voter Approval –  
      See Note Below Regarding Separate Propositions) ** $      86,297 $     72,596  

 
 Administrative Component $  2,361,112 $   2,322,649 $ 2,251,629 

 Program Component $ 20,288,535 $  19,706,764 $ 19,455,050 
 Capital Component $  4,032,864 $   4,106,673 $ 3,679,385 
 * Provide a statement of assumptions made in projecting a contingency budget for the 2020-2021 school year, should the proposed budget be defeated 
pursuant to Section 2023 of the Education Law. 1.) Elimination of community use of all buildings and grounds unless costs were reimbursed to the 
district 2.)  Elimination of equipment purchases 3) Elimination of instructional supplies 4) Elimination of non-contractual salary increases 
 
 
Estimated Basic STAR Exemption Savings1  Under the Budget Proposed for the 2020-2021 School Year.                                        $491 
  
The annual budget vote for the fiscal year 2020-2021 by the qualified voters of the Granville Central School District, Washington County, New York, will 
be held on June 9, 2020, as mandated by the Governor of New York State’s Executive Order No 202.26. Pursuant to the Executive Order, the vote will 
be conducted by absentee ballot only.  
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
- 
1. The basic school tax relief (STAR) exemption is authorized by section 425 of the Real Property Tax Law. 
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Understanding The STAR Program
The School Tax Relief (STAR) program provides a credit or partial exemption 

from school taxes for most owner-occupied primary residences. Whether you 
receive the STAR Exemption or the STAR Credit, there are two types of STAR 
benefits:

Basic STAR – The “Basic” exemption is available for an owner-occupied primary 
residence where the resident owner and spouse’s income is less than $250,000. 
The Basic STAR exempts the first $30,000 of the full value of the property. 

Enhanced STAR – The “Enhanced” exemption is available to senior citizens age 
65 and older with annual incomes of $88,050 or less. The Enhanced STAR works 
by exempting the first $69,800 of the full value of the home from school taxes in 
2020-2021.

STAR exemptions apply only to school taxes. They do not apply to county, town 
or village taxes.

You may stay in the STAR exemption program, Basic or Enhanced, as 
long as you stay in your current home and continue to meet the eligibility 
requirements:

 • Basic STAR exemptions do not require an annual application. After the 
  initial application, there is no need to reapply unless something changes 
  that may affect your eligibility.

 • Enhanced STAR exemptions: Enhanced STAR recipients are now required 
  to enroll in the Income Verification Program (IVP). You only need to enroll in 
  the IVP once. If eligible for the Enhanced STAR exemption, you will 
  automatically receive the exemption each year thereafter. In the first year, 
  your income will need to be verified with the local assessor based on the 
  income information you provide. In subsequent years, you will no longer 
  need to share your income tax returns with your assessor or have to file 
  annually. The New York State Tax Department will verify your income 
  eligibility and contact you if additional information is needed. 

 • In order to enroll in the Income Verification Program, you must file the 
  following forms with your assessor:

  • Form RP-425 IVP, Supplement to Forms RP-425-E and
   RP-425-Rnw. Send these forms to the assessor with a copy of
   proof of income for the appropriate tax year along with your social 
   security number(s). STAR applications must be postmarked or
   received by the assessor’s office by Taxable Status Date, in most 
   communities, March 1. 

If you have recently bought your home or you have never applied for the 
STAR benefit: you are not eligible for the STAR exemption. You will need to 
register with New York State for the STAR credit. You can register 24 hours 
per day, 7 days per week at www.tax.ny.gov/star. 

Proposed Tax Levy Increase is ZERO (0%) 2020-2021 Revenue Summary

2020-2021 Expenditure Summary

The Granville Central School District Board of Education 
is proposing a budget of $26,136,086 for the 2020-2021 
school year. The budget includes a 0% increase in the 
tax levy for the fifth consecutive year, which means the 
amount of money to be raised from Granville taxpayers 
will once again stay at $7,076,119. Overall, the proposed 
budget is $546,425 less (2.05%) than the budget adopted 
for the 2019-2020 school year. With this budget, school 
taxes on a home assessed at $100,000, with a Basic STAR 
exemption, will be approximately $1,136.

We began our budget planning process last November 
by addressing two primary goals: maintaining and creating 
programs that ensure a quality education for all students, 
and adopting a budget that meets student, community 
and taxpayer needs. Who could have ever imagined that 
only a few months later the world and our nation would be 
facing a pandemic crisis that would impact our daily lives 
to the extent it has? 

On March 18, by executive order, we were mandated 
to close our school buildings to students. As days 
progressed, we soon realized that we would need 
many essential staff to continue to provide academics, 
educational services, and meals to students who were 
no longer allowed to enter our buildings. In addition, our 
buildings, offices and buses were cleaned and disinfected 
daily by our custodians and cleaners. We want to assure 
the Granville community that although the last few months 
have been challenging, we as a district are fortunate to 
have very capable and dedicated staff members who 
continued to report to district buildings and work remotely 
to provide as much normalcy as possible for our students 
and staff during this unprecedented time. 

We also want to assure our community that although we 
are heavily reliant on state aid to fund our operations, we 
will continue to prepare a budget that is fiscally responsible 
during these uncertain financial times. The proposed 
annual budget includes initiatives that support academic 
success, improve student safety, and maintain our school 
buildings and transportation fleet. 

The 2020-2021 budget includes funds to purchase 
additional computer devices that will replace outdated 
technology, improve connectivity and provide software 
programs that will enhance student learning objectives. 
As we learned how important the one-to-one initiative has 
become during our mandated closure, we also realize that 
we must continue to improve our software programs and 
connectivity so that students can learn remotely. Additional 
courses will be offered through distance learning labs next 
year, and with funding from the Smart Schools Bond Act, 
the district will purchase new smart boards for classrooms 

throughout the district. The budget also includes funds 
to purchase security cameras to be installed inside and 
outside school buildings, as well as continued funding for 
a full-time school resource officer employed by the Village 
of Granville Police Department.

The budget includes funding for two new buses and 
three new sport utility vehicles. The SUVs will be used 
to transport students to out-of-district programs and 
will replace three vans that have high mileage. Costs for 
the additions to the transportation fleet total $327,288. 
A separate budget proposition is not needed since the 
vehicles will be purchased without financing.

All of our buses are equipped with global positioning 
systems (GPS) that show the location of each vehicle 
while picking up and dropping off students. In addition 
to tracking the vehicle fleet in the coming school year, 
the district has budgeted funds to continue to phase in 
a telematics student ridership program. The program 
was purchased with funds from the 2019-2020 budget 
with the goal of improving the safety and accuracy of 
student transportation. Parents will be able to receive 
notification that their child has boarded the bus or van 
once the student has swiped their identification card. 
Transportation staff will be able to make sure they have 
accurate student information based on the computerized 
student list for each bus. In the event of an emergency, 
the telematics program will assist with timely and accurate 
communications to parents. All transportation equipment, 
including the new buses and sport utility vehicles and 
continued costs to implement the telematics program, 
will be reimbursed at 90% from the state. 

The District has been working diligently on the 
capital building project approved by voters last May. 
With input from teachers, administrators and the Building 
Committee of the Board of Education, plans have been 
developed for capital improvements to the school 
buildings. Work has begun on roof renovations and 
removal and replacement of the athletic field track, and 
improvements to the Junior/Senior High School courtyard, 
including a handicapped accessible entrance to the 
gymnasium will be completed over the summer. 
The District will be using $2 million from the capital 
reserve to defray debt costs for the project. 

If you have any questions or would like a copy of the 
annual budget, please contact the Business Office at 
csomich@granvillecsd.org or 518-642-1051 extension 
1302. Thank you for your continued support.

Catherine Somich, Business Manager

How Your School 
Tax is Determined

The Granville Central School 
District Board of Eduction and 
administration develop an annual 
budget based on the amount of 
money they determine is needed 
to provide district students with 
a high quality and affordable 
educational and extracurricular 
experience. They then subtract 
the amount of aid that will be 
received from New York State 
and other sources to determine 
the amount of money that 
needs to be raised from district 
taxpayers. This is referred to as 
the tax levy.

The amount of taxes to 
be paid by each individual 
taxpayer is determined by 
the tax rate and the value of 
their property. The tax rate is 
the amount of tax owed on 
each $1,000 of a property’s 
assessed valuation. School 
tax rates are determined by a 
combination of 1) the tax levy, 
2) local equalization rates, and 
3) local property assessments. 
School districts control the tax 
levy amount only. Equalization 
rates and assessment values 
are determined by the local 
assessor’s office and the state 
Office of Real Property Tax 
Services.

For the 2020-2021 school year, 
the Granville Central School’s 
proposed tax levy will remain at 
$7,076,119 for a fifth consecutive 
year. School taxes on a home 
assessed at $100,000 with a 
Basic STAR exemption will equal 
approximately $1,136. (Projected 
tax rate of $16.22 per $1,000 of 
taxable assessed value, minus a 
Basic STAR exemption of $486). 
Please note that if your town’s 
equalization rate is below 100%, 
your tax rate will be higher as 
this means your town’s total 
market value is greater than its 
assessed value.

* Includes Bus Purchases 

Could The STAR Credit 
Be Better For You?

If you currently receive 
your STAR benefit as a 
discount on your school tax 
bill (the STAR exemption), 
you may receive a greater 
benefit if you switch to the 
STAR credit program and 
receive a check instead.

According to the New York 
State Office of Real Property 
Tax Services, “The value of 
the STAR credit savings may 
increase by as much as 2% 
each year, but the value of 
the STAR exemption savings 
cannot increase,” and “the 
STAR exemption savings 
can never be higher than the 
STAR credit savings.”

Homeowners who make 
more than $250,000 in 
annual salaries are required 
to shift from the exemption 
to the credit program. (The 
income threshold for the 
STAR credit is $500,000).  

Homeowners with less 
than $250,000 in annual 
income can switch to the 
credit program by filling 
out form RP-425-RDM 
with the town assessor 
and registering with the 
state.  Income eligibility for 
the 2020 STAR credit will 
be based on your 2018 tax 
return information. 

With the credit program, 
rather than receiving a 
discount on your tax bill, 
you pay your full school tax 
when due, and the New York 
State Tax Department then 
sends you a check in the 
amount of your STAR credit. 

2019 - 2020
Budgeted

2020 - 2021
Proposed $ Change

State Aid/Foundation Aid $18,027,254 $15,355,073 -$2,672,181

Local Property Taxes $7,076,119 $7,076,119 $0

Tuition $614,388 $700,741 $86,353

Medicaid/Medicare Reimburse. $290,000 $415,000 $125,000

Misc. Services/Use of Property $374,750 $479,950 $105,200

Fund Balance Transfers $300,000 $2,109,203 $1,809,203

TOTAL REVENUES $26,682,511 $26,136,086 -$546,425

2019 - 2020
Budgeted

2020 - 2021
Proposed $ Change

Instruction $14,223,139 $13,626,769 -$596,370

Benefits $6,306,608 $6,376,161 $69,553

General Support $1,107,253 $1,128,650 $21,397

Pupil Transportation* $1,578,957 $1,404,993 -$173,964

Building Maintenance $1,598,564 $1,572,983 -$25,581

Debt Service $1,867,990 $2,026,530 $158,540

TOTAL EXPENDITURES $26,682,511 $26,136,086 -$546,425

 Real Property Taxes
 Miscellaneous
 State Sources
 Use of Fund Balance

59%

27%

6%

8%

 Program
 Capital
 Admin

16%

75%

9%
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Understanding The STAR Program
The School Tax Relief (STAR) program provides a credit or partial exemption 

from school taxes for most owner-occupied primary residences. Whether you 
receive the STAR Exemption or the STAR Credit, there are two types of STAR 
benefits:

Basic STAR – The “Basic” exemption is available for an owner-occupied primary 
residence where the resident owner and spouse’s income is less than $250,000. 
The Basic STAR exempts the first $30,000 of the full value of the property. 

Enhanced STAR – The “Enhanced” exemption is available to senior citizens age 
65 and older with annual incomes of $88,050 or less. The Enhanced STAR works 
by exempting the first $69,800 of the full value of the home from school taxes in 
2020-2021.

STAR exemptions apply only to school taxes. They do not apply to county, town 
or village taxes.

You may stay in the STAR exemption program, Basic or Enhanced, as 
long as you stay in your current home and continue to meet the eligibility 
requirements:

 • Basic STAR exemptions do not require an annual application. After the 
  initial application, there is no need to reapply unless something changes 
  that may affect your eligibility.

 • Enhanced STAR exemptions: Enhanced STAR recipients are now required 
  to enroll in the Income Verification Program (IVP). You only need to enroll in 
  the IVP once. If eligible for the Enhanced STAR exemption, you will 
  automatically receive the exemption each year thereafter. In the first year, 
  your income will need to be verified with the local assessor based on the 
  income information you provide. In subsequent years, you will no longer 
  need to share your income tax returns with your assessor or have to file 
  annually. The New York State Tax Department will verify your income 
  eligibility and contact you if additional information is needed. 

 • In order to enroll in the Income Verification Program, you must file the 
  following forms with your assessor:

  • Form RP-425 IVP, Supplement to Forms RP-425-E and
   RP-425-Rnw. Send these forms to the assessor with a copy of
   proof of income for the appropriate tax year along with your social 
   security number(s). STAR applications must be postmarked or
   received by the assessor’s office by Taxable Status Date, in most 
   communities, March 1. 

If you have recently bought your home or you have never applied for the 
STAR benefit: you are not eligible for the STAR exemption. You will need to 
register with New York State for the STAR credit. You can register 24 hours 
per day, 7 days per week at www.tax.ny.gov/star. 

Proposed Tax Levy Increase is ZERO (0%) 2020-2021 Revenue Summary

2020-2021 Expenditure Summary

The Granville Central School District Board of Education 
is proposing a budget of $26,136,086 for the 2020-2021 
school year. The budget includes a 0% increase in the 
tax levy for the fifth consecutive year, which means the 
amount of money to be raised from Granville taxpayers 
will once again stay at $7,076,119. Overall, the proposed 
budget is $546,425 less (2.05%) than the budget adopted 
for the 2019-2020 school year. With this budget, school 
taxes on a home assessed at $100,000, with a Basic STAR 
exemption, will be approximately $1,136.

We began our budget planning process last November 
by addressing two primary goals: maintaining and creating 
programs that ensure a quality education for all students, 
and adopting a budget that meets student, community 
and taxpayer needs. Who could have ever imagined that 
only a few months later the world and our nation would be 
facing a pandemic crisis that would impact our daily lives 
to the extent it has? 

On March 18, by executive order, we were mandated 
to close our school buildings to students. As days 
progressed, we soon realized that we would need 
many essential staff to continue to provide academics, 
educational services, and meals to students who were 
no longer allowed to enter our buildings. In addition, our 
buildings, offices and buses were cleaned and disinfected 
daily by our custodians and cleaners. We want to assure 
the Granville community that although the last few months 
have been challenging, we as a district are fortunate to 
have very capable and dedicated staff members who 
continued to report to district buildings and work remotely 
to provide as much normalcy as possible for our students 
and staff during this unprecedented time. 

We also want to assure our community that although we 
are heavily reliant on state aid to fund our operations, we 
will continue to prepare a budget that is fiscally responsible 
during these uncertain financial times. The proposed 
annual budget includes initiatives that support academic 
success, improve student safety, and maintain our school 
buildings and transportation fleet. 

The 2020-2021 budget includes funds to purchase 
additional computer devices that will replace outdated 
technology, improve connectivity and provide software 
programs that will enhance student learning objectives. 
As we learned how important the one-to-one initiative has 
become during our mandated closure, we also realize that 
we must continue to improve our software programs and 
connectivity so that students can learn remotely. Additional 
courses will be offered through distance learning labs next 
year, and with funding from the Smart Schools Bond Act, 
the district will purchase new smart boards for classrooms 

throughout the district. The budget also includes funds 
to purchase security cameras to be installed inside and 
outside school buildings, as well as continued funding for 
a full-time school resource officer employed by the Village 
of Granville Police Department.

The budget includes funding for two new buses and 
three new sport utility vehicles. The SUVs will be used 
to transport students to out-of-district programs and 
will replace three vans that have high mileage. Costs for 
the additions to the transportation fleet total $327,288. 
A separate budget proposition is not needed since the 
vehicles will be purchased without financing.

All of our buses are equipped with global positioning 
systems (GPS) that show the location of each vehicle 
while picking up and dropping off students. In addition 
to tracking the vehicle fleet in the coming school year, 
the district has budgeted funds to continue to phase in 
a telematics student ridership program. The program 
was purchased with funds from the 2019-2020 budget 
with the goal of improving the safety and accuracy of 
student transportation. Parents will be able to receive 
notification that their child has boarded the bus or van 
once the student has swiped their identification card. 
Transportation staff will be able to make sure they have 
accurate student information based on the computerized 
student list for each bus. In the event of an emergency, 
the telematics program will assist with timely and accurate 
communications to parents. All transportation equipment, 
including the new buses and sport utility vehicles and 
continued costs to implement the telematics program, 
will be reimbursed at 90% from the state. 

The District has been working diligently on the 
capital building project approved by voters last May. 
With input from teachers, administrators and the Building 
Committee of the Board of Education, plans have been 
developed for capital improvements to the school 
buildings. Work has begun on roof renovations and 
removal and replacement of the athletic field track, and 
improvements to the Junior/Senior High School courtyard, 
including a handicapped accessible entrance to the 
gymnasium will be completed over the summer. 
The District will be using $2 million from the capital 
reserve to defray debt costs for the project. 

If you have any questions or would like a copy of the 
annual budget, please contact the Business Office at 
csomich@granvillecsd.org or 518-642-1051 extension 
1302. Thank you for your continued support.

Catherine Somich, Business Manager

How Your School 
Tax is Determined

The Granville Central School 
District Board of Eduction and 
administration develop an annual 
budget based on the amount of 
money they determine is needed 
to provide district students with 
a high quality and affordable 
educational and extracurricular 
experience. They then subtract 
the amount of aid that will be 
received from New York State 
and other sources to determine 
the amount of money that 
needs to be raised from district 
taxpayers. This is referred to as 
the tax levy.

The amount of taxes to 
be paid by each individual 
taxpayer is determined by 
the tax rate and the value of 
their property. The tax rate is 
the amount of tax owed on 
each $1,000 of a property’s 
assessed valuation. School 
tax rates are determined by a 
combination of 1) the tax levy, 
2) local equalization rates, and 
3) local property assessments. 
School districts control the tax 
levy amount only. Equalization 
rates and assessment values 
are determined by the local 
assessor’s office and the state 
Office of Real Property Tax 
Services.

For the 2020-2021 school year, 
the Granville Central School’s 
proposed tax levy will remain at 
$7,076,119 for a fifth consecutive 
year. School taxes on a home 
assessed at $100,000 with a 
Basic STAR exemption will equal 
approximately $1,136. (Projected 
tax rate of $16.22 per $1,000 of 
taxable assessed value, minus a 
Basic STAR exemption of $486). 
Please note that if your town’s 
equalization rate is below 100%, 
your tax rate will be higher as 
this means your town’s total 
market value is greater than its 
assessed value.

* Includes Bus Purchases 

Could The STAR Credit 
Be Better For You?

If you currently receive 
your STAR benefit as a 
discount on your school tax 
bill (the STAR exemption), 
you may receive a greater 
benefit if you switch to the 
STAR credit program and 
receive a check instead.

According to the New York 
State Office of Real Property 
Tax Services, “The value of 
the STAR credit savings may 
increase by as much as 2% 
each year, but the value of 
the STAR exemption savings 
cannot increase,” and “the 
STAR exemption savings 
can never be higher than the 
STAR credit savings.”

Homeowners who make 
more than $250,000 in 
annual salaries are required 
to shift from the exemption 
to the credit program. (The 
income threshold for the 
STAR credit is $500,000).  

Homeowners with less 
than $250,000 in annual 
income can switch to the 
credit program by filling 
out form RP-425-RDM 
with the town assessor 
and registering with the 
state.  Income eligibility for 
the 2020 STAR credit will 
be based on your 2018 tax 
return information. 

With the credit program, 
rather than receiving a 
discount on your tax bill, 
you pay your full school tax 
when due, and the New York 
State Tax Department then 
sends you a check in the 
amount of your STAR credit. 

2019 - 2020
Budgeted

2020 - 2021
Proposed $ Change

State Aid/Foundation Aid $18,027,254 $15,355,073 -$2,672,181

Local Property Taxes $7,076,119 $7,076,119 $0

Tuition $614,388 $700,741 $86,353

Medicaid/Medicare Reimburse. $290,000 $415,000 $125,000

Misc. Services/Use of Property $374,750 $479,950 $105,200

Fund Balance Transfers $300,000 $2,109,203 $1,809,203

TOTAL REVENUES $26,682,511 $26,136,086 -$546,425

2019 - 2020
Budgeted

2020 - 2021
Proposed $ Change

Instruction $14,223,139 $13,626,769 -$596,370

Benefits $6,306,608 $6,376,161 $69,553

General Support $1,107,253 $1,128,650 $21,397

Pupil Transportation* $1,578,957 $1,404,993 -$173,964

Building Maintenance $1,598,564 $1,572,983 -$25,581

Debt Service $1,867,990 $2,026,530 $158,540

TOTAL EXPENDITURES $26,682,511 $26,136,086 -$546,425

 Real Property Taxes
 Miscellaneous
 State Sources
 Use of Fund Balance

59%

27%

6%

8%

 Program
 Capital
 Admin

16%

75%

9%
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Understanding The STAR Program
The School Tax Relief (STAR) program provides a credit or partial exemption 

from school taxes for most owner-occupied primary residences. Whether you 
receive the STAR Exemption or the STAR Credit, there are two types of STAR 
benefits:

Basic STAR – The “Basic” exemption is available for an owner-occupied primary 
residence where the resident owner and spouse’s income is less than $250,000. 
The Basic STAR exempts the first $30,000 of the full value of the property. 

Enhanced STAR – The “Enhanced” exemption is available to senior citizens age 
65 and older with annual incomes of $88,050 or less. The Enhanced STAR works 
by exempting the first $69,800 of the full value of the home from school taxes in 
2020-2021.

STAR exemptions apply only to school taxes. They do not apply to county, town 
or village taxes.

You may stay in the STAR exemption program, Basic or Enhanced, as 
long as you stay in your current home and continue to meet the eligibility 
requirements:

 • Basic STAR exemptions do not require an annual application. After the 
  initial application, there is no need to reapply unless something changes 
  that may affect your eligibility.

 • Enhanced STAR exemptions: Enhanced STAR recipients are now required 
  to enroll in the Income Verification Program (IVP). You only need to enroll in 
  the IVP once. If eligible for the Enhanced STAR exemption, you will 
  automatically receive the exemption each year thereafter. In the first year, 
  your income will need to be verified with the local assessor based on the 
  income information you provide. In subsequent years, you will no longer 
  need to share your income tax returns with your assessor or have to file 
  annually. The New York State Tax Department will verify your income 
  eligibility and contact you if additional information is needed. 

 • In order to enroll in the Income Verification Program, you must file the 
  following forms with your assessor:

  • Form RP-425 IVP, Supplement to Forms RP-425-E and
   RP-425-Rnw. Send these forms to the assessor with a copy of
   proof of income for the appropriate tax year along with your social 
   security number(s). STAR applications must be postmarked or
   received by the assessor’s office by Taxable Status Date, in most 
   communities, March 1. 

If you have recently bought your home or you have never applied for the 
STAR benefit: you are not eligible for the STAR exemption. You will need to 
register with New York State for the STAR credit. You can register 24 hours 
per day, 7 days per week at www.tax.ny.gov/star. 

Proposed Tax Levy Increase is ZERO (0%) 2020-2021 Revenue Summary

2020-2021 Expenditure Summary

The Granville Central School District Board of Education 
is proposing a budget of $26,136,086 for the 2020-2021 
school year. The budget includes a 0% increase in the 
tax levy for the fifth consecutive year, which means the 
amount of money to be raised from Granville taxpayers 
will once again stay at $7,076,119. Overall, the proposed 
budget is $546,425 less (2.05%) than the budget adopted 
for the 2019-2020 school year. With this budget, school 
taxes on a home assessed at $100,000, with a Basic STAR 
exemption, will be approximately $1,136.

We began our budget planning process last November 
by addressing two primary goals: maintaining and creating 
programs that ensure a quality education for all students, 
and adopting a budget that meets student, community 
and taxpayer needs. Who could have ever imagined that 
only a few months later the world and our nation would be 
facing a pandemic crisis that would impact our daily lives 
to the extent it has? 

On March 18, by executive order, we were mandated 
to close our school buildings to students. As days 
progressed, we soon realized that we would need 
many essential staff to continue to provide academics, 
educational services, and meals to students who were 
no longer allowed to enter our buildings. In addition, our 
buildings, offices and buses were cleaned and disinfected 
daily by our custodians and cleaners. We want to assure 
the Granville community that although the last few months 
have been challenging, we as a district are fortunate to 
have very capable and dedicated staff members who 
continued to report to district buildings and work remotely 
to provide as much normalcy as possible for our students 
and staff during this unprecedented time. 

We also want to assure our community that although we 
are heavily reliant on state aid to fund our operations, we 
will continue to prepare a budget that is fiscally responsible 
during these uncertain financial times. The proposed 
annual budget includes initiatives that support academic 
success, improve student safety, and maintain our school 
buildings and transportation fleet. 

The 2020-2021 budget includes funds to purchase 
additional computer devices that will replace outdated 
technology, improve connectivity and provide software 
programs that will enhance student learning objectives. 
As we learned how important the one-to-one initiative has 
become during our mandated closure, we also realize that 
we must continue to improve our software programs and 
connectivity so that students can learn remotely. Additional 
courses will be offered through distance learning labs next 
year, and with funding from the Smart Schools Bond Act, 
the district will purchase new smart boards for classrooms 

throughout the district. The budget also includes funds 
to purchase security cameras to be installed inside and 
outside school buildings, as well as continued funding for 
a full-time school resource officer employed by the Village 
of Granville Police Department.

The budget includes funding for two new buses and 
three new sport utility vehicles. The SUVs will be used 
to transport students to out-of-district programs and 
will replace three vans that have high mileage. Costs for 
the additions to the transportation fleet total $327,288. 
A separate budget proposition is not needed since the 
vehicles will be purchased without financing.

All of our buses are equipped with global positioning 
systems (GPS) that show the location of each vehicle 
while picking up and dropping off students. In addition 
to tracking the vehicle fleet in the coming school year, 
the district has budgeted funds to continue to phase in 
a telematics student ridership program. The program 
was purchased with funds from the 2019-2020 budget 
with the goal of improving the safety and accuracy of 
student transportation. Parents will be able to receive 
notification that their child has boarded the bus or van 
once the student has swiped their identification card. 
Transportation staff will be able to make sure they have 
accurate student information based on the computerized 
student list for each bus. In the event of an emergency, 
the telematics program will assist with timely and accurate 
communications to parents. All transportation equipment, 
including the new buses and sport utility vehicles and 
continued costs to implement the telematics program, 
will be reimbursed at 90% from the state. 

The District has been working diligently on the 
capital building project approved by voters last May. 
With input from teachers, administrators and the Building 
Committee of the Board of Education, plans have been 
developed for capital improvements to the school 
buildings. Work has begun on roof renovations and 
removal and replacement of the athletic field track, and 
improvements to the Junior/Senior High School courtyard, 
including a handicapped accessible entrance to the 
gymnasium will be completed over the summer. 
The District will be using $2 million from the capital 
reserve to defray debt costs for the project. 

If you have any questions or would like a copy of the 
annual budget, please contact the Business Office at 
csomich@granvillecsd.org or 518-642-1051 extension 
1302. Thank you for your continued support.

Catherine Somich, Business Manager

How Your School 
Tax is Determined

The Granville Central School 
District Board of Eduction and 
administration develop an annual 
budget based on the amount of 
money they determine is needed 
to provide district students with 
a high quality and affordable 
educational and extracurricular 
experience. They then subtract 
the amount of aid that will be 
received from New York State 
and other sources to determine 
the amount of money that 
needs to be raised from district 
taxpayers. This is referred to as 
the tax levy.

The amount of taxes to 
be paid by each individual 
taxpayer is determined by 
the tax rate and the value of 
their property. The tax rate is 
the amount of tax owed on 
each $1,000 of a property’s 
assessed valuation. School 
tax rates are determined by a 
combination of 1) the tax levy, 
2) local equalization rates, and 
3) local property assessments. 
School districts control the tax 
levy amount only. Equalization 
rates and assessment values 
are determined by the local 
assessor’s office and the state 
Office of Real Property Tax 
Services.

For the 2020-2021 school year, 
the Granville Central School’s 
proposed tax levy will remain at 
$7,076,119 for a fifth consecutive 
year. School taxes on a home 
assessed at $100,000 with a 
Basic STAR exemption will equal 
approximately $1,136. (Projected 
tax rate of $16.22 per $1,000 of 
taxable assessed value, minus a 
Basic STAR exemption of $486). 
Please note that if your town’s 
equalization rate is below 100%, 
your tax rate will be higher as 
this means your town’s total 
market value is greater than its 
assessed value.

* Includes Bus Purchases 

Could The STAR Credit 
Be Better For You?

If you currently receive 
your STAR benefit as a 
discount on your school tax 
bill (the STAR exemption), 
you may receive a greater 
benefit if you switch to the 
STAR credit program and 
receive a check instead.

According to the New York 
State Office of Real Property 
Tax Services, “The value of 
the STAR credit savings may 
increase by as much as 2% 
each year, but the value of 
the STAR exemption savings 
cannot increase,” and “the 
STAR exemption savings 
can never be higher than the 
STAR credit savings.”

Homeowners who make 
more than $250,000 in 
annual salaries are required 
to shift from the exemption 
to the credit program. (The 
income threshold for the 
STAR credit is $500,000).  

Homeowners with less 
than $250,000 in annual 
income can switch to the 
credit program by filling 
out form RP-425-RDM 
with the town assessor 
and registering with the 
state.  Income eligibility for 
the 2020 STAR credit will 
be based on your 2018 tax 
return information. 

With the credit program, 
rather than receiving a 
discount on your tax bill, 
you pay your full school tax 
when due, and the New York 
State Tax Department then 
sends you a check in the 
amount of your STAR credit. 

2019 - 2020
Budgeted

2020 - 2021
Proposed $ Change

State Aid/Foundation Aid $18,027,254 $15,355,073 -$2,672,181

Local Property Taxes $7,076,119 $7,076,119 $0

Tuition $614,388 $700,741 $86,353

Medicaid/Medicare Reimburse. $290,000 $415,000 $125,000

Misc. Services/Use of Property $374,750 $479,950 $105,200

Fund Balance Transfers $300,000 $2,109,203 $1,809,203

TOTAL REVENUES $26,682,511 $26,136,086 -$546,425

2019 - 2020
Budgeted

2020 - 2021
Proposed $ Change

Instruction $14,223,139 $13,626,769 -$596,370

Benefits $6,306,608 $6,376,161 $69,553

General Support $1,107,253 $1,128,650 $21,397

Pupil Transportation* $1,578,957 $1,404,993 -$173,964

Building Maintenance $1,598,564 $1,572,983 -$25,581

Debt Service $1,867,990 $2,026,530 $158,540

TOTAL EXPENDITURES $26,682,511 $26,136,086 -$546,425
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This is not the message I expected to 
be writing when this school year began.

The arrival of the COVID-19 virus 
has sickened local people, created 
economic hardships for local families, 
closed our school buildings, canceled 
extracurricular activities, and forced our 
students and faculty to adopt 
and adapt to new ways of 
learning and teaching. It has 
and will continue to pose 
great challenges.

I can also say it has made 
me prouder than ever to 
serve the Granville Central 
School District. Not a day 
goes by that I don’t see or 
hear examples of how local 
families, neighbors and 
businesses are coming together to help 
others through the crisis.

I want to take this opportunity to thank 
our students and parents for adjusting 
your lives to incorporate at-home 
learning. Your patience, collaboration 
and commitment are very much 
appreciated. 

I want to thank our administrators, 
faculty and staff for your ingenuity, 
enthusiasm and dedication to our 
students’ educational and emotional 
wellbeing. 

I want to thank the community at large 
for your support of our students at all 
levels, but particularly for our seniors 
whose final year at Granville Junior-
Senior High has been memorable for 
reasons we’d rather not remember. I can 
assure you we will do our very best to 
give the members of the Class of 2020 

the recognition they deserve once it is 
safe to do so.

As we look ahead to the 2020-2021 
school year, uncertainty continues to 
prevail. We certainly hope to welcome 
students back to our classrooms in 
September, but what our “new normal” 

will look like is largely 
unknown. What I can tell 
you is that we will closely 
follow all guidance from 
state and federal health 
officials to provide as safe an 
educational experience as 
we can.

Another certainty, 
unfortunately, is a significant 
reduction in state assistance 
for our schools. Our district 

learned in mid-May that we will receive 
$2.6 million less in aid for the coming 
school year. After careful consideration, 
your School Board determined that now 
is not the time to ask district taxpayers 
to make up this budget shortfall. As you 
will see from the budget presentation 
inside, the amount of money the district 
is asking taxpayers to contribute to next 
year’s budget is unchanged from the 
past four years. This will require difficult 
reductions in staffing and services that 
have not yet been determined, but I 
can assure you that we will strive to 
minimize the impact on our students’ 
education to the greatest degree 
possible.

Thank you for your time and attention 
to your school district.

 
Tom McGurl, Superintendent
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Budget Details Inside!
Vote by Mail by June 9

Three Granville residents are running for three open seats on the Granville Central School District Board of 
Education, each with a three-year term beginning July 1, 2020, and expiring on June 30, 2023. The District 
invited each candidate to submit a photo and brief letter of introduction.

Michele O’Brien 
Hello, my name is Michele O’Brien. 

I am running for a seat on the 
Granville Central School Board. 
I am a past graduate of Granville 

and a retired Pharmacist. My 
husband and I moved our family 

back from New Hampshire so our 
children could attend Granville. 
I currently have a sophomore in 
Granville and a 2019 graduate 

who just completed his first year 
at Clarkson. I think I would make a 
very good board member because 
of my willingness to listen and to 

have open dialogue with students, 
staff, parents and other board 

members. As a board member I 
would work towards enhancing 
and strengthening the education 
each child receives. Every child 

learns differently, and we need to 
be diverse in how we educate each 
and every child. I would also build 

on the public’s understanding, 
support and participation to help 
bring about a stronger Granville 
school system and community.

Susan Perry 
I have decided to run for a second 

3-year term on the Board of 
Education of Granville Central
School. My background as a 

nurse in a wide variety of settings 
prepared me well for my first

term on the Board. I believe in 
providing our students with the 

very best educational
opportunities in a fiscally 

responsible way. We are facing an 
extremely difficult time where we
will need to balance what we can 
offer our students and what the 
taxpayers can afford. Change
will be inevitable and I promise 

from my point of view the students 
will come first. It has been a

pleasure to serve the District and 
the students of Granville. I hope to 

be able to continue in my
role as a Board member.

John Troy 
I am a proud graduate of GCS, 

class of 1970. Fifty years ago I left 
the halls of Granville High, well-
prepared to face the challenges 
of further education or the job 
market. My decisions led to a 

teaching career in mathematics of 
33.5 years. My reason for seeking 
a seat on this BOE is to give back 
to this school some of what it gave 
to me. The greatest gift a school 
community can give its children 
is an education that will enable 

them to be happy and successful 
in whatever endeavors they 

choose. Children need a variety of 
experiences to make that possible. 

Sound academics, athletics, 
fine arts, vocational training, and 
extracurricular opportunities are 

all important. With the recent 
pandemic, it has been wonderful 

to see the teachers, administrators, 
families, and community at large 

in Granville all doing their part 
to provide the most positive 

educational experience possible 
in very challenging times. Granville 

will get through these difficult 
times and continue to provide the 
best education possible within the 

financial resources available.

Meet The Candidates: GCSD Board of Education

Due to the COVID-19 crisis, 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo has 
ordered that all 2020-2021 
school district budget votes be 
conducted by absentee ballot. 
The Granville Central School 
District will be mailing an 
absentee ballot to all qualified 
voters during the week of May 
26, and those ballots must be 
mailed back to the District so 
that they arrive no later than 
Tuesday, June 9.

A qualified voter is someone 
who is a U.S. citizen, 18 years 
of age or older, a resident of the 
District for at least 30 days prior 
to the vote, a registered voter, 
and not disqualified by any 
reason set forth in New York 
State Election Law §5-106. 

Anyone who otherwise meets 
the definition of a qualified 
voter but has not registered to 
vote, must do so to receive an 
absentee ballot. For information 
on how to register, please 
contact the District Clerk at 
518-642-1051 ext. 1301 or the 
Washington County Board of 
Elections at 518-746-2180. 

If you are a qualified voter 
and have not received a ballot 
by June 1, please contact 
District Clerk Ashlee Zinn at 
518-642-1051 ext. 1301.

Please Vote!
Mail-in ballots due by June 9.

See front
page for
details.

2020-2021 GCSD Budget Notice 

Overall Budget Proposal 
Budget Adopted  
for the 2019-2020   

School Year 

Budget Proposed 
for the 2020-2021 

School Year 

Contingency Budget 
for the 2020-2021 

School Year * 

Total Budgeted Amount, Not Including Separate Propositions $ 26,682,511 $ 26,136,086 $  25,386,064 
Increase/Decrease for the 2019-20 School Year 

 

$   (546,425) $   (1,296,447) 
Percentage Increase/Decrease in Proposed Budget -2.05 % -4.86% 

Change in the Consumer Price Index 1.81%  
 

 
A.  Proposed Levy to Support the Total Budgeted Amount  $7,076,119 $7,076,119  

B.  Levy to Support Library Debt, if Applicable                                  

C.  Levy for Non-Excludable Propositions, if Applicable **    
D.  Total Tax Cap Reserve Amount Used to Reduce Current Year Levy    

E.  Total Proposed School Year Tax Levy  (A + B + C - D)  $7,076,119 $7,076,119       $7,076,119 

F.  Total Permissible Exclusions $    434,092 $   369,855  
G.  School Tax Levy Limit, Excluding Levy for Permissible Exclusions $ 6,728,324 $ 6,778,860  
H.  Total Proposed School Year Tax Levy, Excluding Levy to Support Library 
Debt and/or Permissible Exclusions (E – B – F + D) $ 6,642,027 $ 6,706,264  

I.  Difference: G – H (Negative Value Requires 60.0% Voter Approval –  
      See Note Below Regarding Separate Propositions) ** $      86,297 $     72,596  

 
 Administrative Component $  2,361,112 $   2,322,649 $ 2,251,629 

 Program Component $ 20,288,535 $  19,706,764 $ 19,455,050 
 Capital Component $  4,032,864 $   4,106,673 $ 3,679,385 
 * Provide a statement of assumptions made in projecting a contingency budget for the 2020-2021 school year, should the proposed budget be defeated 
pursuant to Section 2023 of the Education Law. 1.) Elimination of community use of all buildings and grounds unless costs were reimbursed to the 
district 2.)  Elimination of equipment purchases 3) Elimination of instructional supplies 4) Elimination of non-contractual salary increases 
 
 
Estimated Basic STAR Exemption Savings1  Under the Budget Proposed for the 2020-2021 School Year.                                        $491 
  
The annual budget vote for the fiscal year 2020-2021 by the qualified voters of the Granville Central School District, Washington County, New York, will 
be held on June 9, 2020, as mandated by the Governor of New York State’s Executive Order No 202.26. Pursuant to the Executive Order, the vote will 
be conducted by absentee ballot only.  
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
- 
1. The basic school tax relief (STAR) exemption is authorized by section 425 of the Real Property Tax Law. 
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This is not the message I expected to 
be writing when this school year began.

The arrival of the COVID-19 virus 
has sickened local people, created 
economic hardships for local families, 
closed our school buildings, canceled 
extracurricular activities, and forced our 
students and faculty to adopt 
and adapt to new ways of 
learning and teaching. It has 
and will continue to pose 
great challenges.

I can also say it has made 
me prouder than ever to 
serve the Granville Central 
School District. Not a day 
goes by that I don’t see or 
hear examples of how local 
families, neighbors and 
businesses are coming together to help 
others through the crisis.

I want to take this opportunity to thank 
our students and parents for adjusting 
your lives to incorporate at-home 
learning. Your patience, collaboration 
and commitment are very much 
appreciated. 

I want to thank our administrators, 
faculty and staff for your ingenuity, 
enthusiasm and dedication to our 
students’ educational and emotional 
wellbeing. 

I want to thank the community at large 
for your support of our students at all 
levels, but particularly for our seniors 
whose final year at Granville Junior-
Senior High has been memorable for 
reasons we’d rather not remember. I can 
assure you we will do our very best to 
give the members of the Class of 2020 

the recognition they deserve once it is 
safe to do so.

As we look ahead to the 2020-2021 
school year, uncertainty continues to 
prevail. We certainly hope to welcome 
students back to our classrooms in 
September, but what our “new normal” 

will look like is largely 
unknown. What I can tell 
you is that we will closely 
follow all guidance from 
state and federal health 
officials to provide as safe an 
educational experience as 
we can.

Another certainty, 
unfortunately, is a significant 
reduction in state assistance 
for our schools. Our district 

learned in mid-May that we will receive 
$2.6 million less in aid for the coming 
school year. After careful consideration, 
your School Board determined that now 
is not the time to ask district taxpayers 
to make up this budget shortfall. As you 
will see from the budget presentation 
inside, the amount of money the district 
is asking taxpayers to contribute to next 
year’s budget is unchanged from the 
past four years. This will require difficult 
reductions in staffing and services that 
have not yet been determined, but I 
can assure you that we will strive to 
minimize the impact on our students’ 
education to the greatest degree 
possible.

Thank you for your time and attention 
to your school district.

 
Tom McGurl, Superintendent
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Patricia Aunchman
Philip A. Berke 
Molly Celani 
Shirley Kunen
Suzanne McEachron 
Susan M. Perry 
Edward Vladyka 

Budget Details Inside!
Vote by Mail by June 9

Three Granville residents are running for three open seats on the Granville Central School District Board of 
Education, each with a three-year term beginning July 1, 2020, and expiring on June 30, 2023. The District 
invited each candidate to submit a photo and brief letter of introduction.

Michele O’Brien 
Hello, my name is Michele O’Brien. 

I am running for a seat on the 
Granville Central School Board. 
I am a past graduate of Granville 

and a retired Pharmacist. My 
husband and I moved our family 

back from New Hampshire so our 
children could attend Granville. 
I currently have a sophomore in 
Granville and a 2019 graduate 

who just completed his first year 
at Clarkson. I think I would make a 
very good board member because 
of my willingness to listen and to 

have open dialogue with students, 
staff, parents and other board 

members. As a board member I 
would work towards enhancing 
and strengthening the education 
each child receives. Every child 

learns differently, and we need to 
be diverse in how we educate each 
and every child. I would also build 

on the public’s understanding, 
support and participation to help 
bring about a stronger Granville 
school system and community.

Susan Perry 
I have decided to run for a second 

3-year term on the Board of 
Education of Granville Central
School. My background as a 

nurse in a wide variety of settings 
prepared me well for my first

term on the Board. I believe in 
providing our students with the 

very best educational
opportunities in a fiscally 

responsible way. We are facing an 
extremely difficult time where we
will need to balance what we can 
offer our students and what the 
taxpayers can afford. Change
will be inevitable and I promise 

from my point of view the students 
will come first. It has been a

pleasure to serve the District and 
the students of Granville. I hope to 

be able to continue in my
role as a Board member.

John Troy 
I am a proud graduate of GCS, 

class of 1970. Fifty years ago I left 
the halls of Granville High, well-
prepared to face the challenges 
of further education or the job 
market. My decisions led to a 

teaching career in mathematics of 
33.5 years. My reason for seeking 
a seat on this BOE is to give back 
to this school some of what it gave 
to me. The greatest gift a school 
community can give its children 
is an education that will enable 

them to be happy and successful 
in whatever endeavors they 

choose. Children need a variety of 
experiences to make that possible. 

Sound academics, athletics, 
fine arts, vocational training, and 
extracurricular opportunities are 

all important. With the recent 
pandemic, it has been wonderful 

to see the teachers, administrators, 
families, and community at large 

in Granville all doing their part 
to provide the most positive 

educational experience possible 
in very challenging times. Granville 

will get through these difficult 
times and continue to provide the 
best education possible within the 

financial resources available.

Meet The Candidates: GCSD Board of Education

Due to the COVID-19 crisis, 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo has 
ordered that all 2020-2021 
school district budget votes be 
conducted by absentee ballot. 
The Granville Central School 
District will be mailing an 
absentee ballot to all qualified 
voters during the week of May 
26, and those ballots must be 
mailed back to the District so 
that they arrive no later than 
Tuesday, June 9.

A qualified voter is someone 
who is a U.S. citizen, 18 years 
of age or older, a resident of the 
District for at least 30 days prior 
to the vote, a registered voter, 
and not disqualified by any 
reason set forth in New York 
State Election Law §5-106. 

Anyone who otherwise meets 
the definition of a qualified 
voter but has not registered to 
vote, must do so to receive an 
absentee ballot. For information 
on how to register, please 
contact the District Clerk at 
518-642-1051 ext. 1301 or the 
Washington County Board of 
Elections at 518-746-2180. 

If you are a qualified voter 
and have not received a ballot 
by June 1, please contact 
District Clerk Ashlee Zinn at 
518-642-1051 ext. 1301.

Please Vote!
Mail-in ballots due by June 9.

See front
page for
details.

2020-2021 GCSD Budget Notice 

Overall Budget Proposal 
Budget Adopted  
for the 2019-2020   

School Year 

Budget Proposed 
for the 2020-2021 

School Year 

Contingency Budget 
for the 2020-2021 

School Year * 

Total Budgeted Amount, Not Including Separate Propositions $ 26,682,511 $ 26,136,086 $  25,386,064 
Increase/Decrease for the 2019-20 School Year 

 

$   (546,425) $   (1,296,447) 
Percentage Increase/Decrease in Proposed Budget -2.05 % -4.86% 

Change in the Consumer Price Index 1.81%  
 

 
A.  Proposed Levy to Support the Total Budgeted Amount  $7,076,119 $7,076,119  

B.  Levy to Support Library Debt, if Applicable                                  

C.  Levy for Non-Excludable Propositions, if Applicable **    
D.  Total Tax Cap Reserve Amount Used to Reduce Current Year Levy    

E.  Total Proposed School Year Tax Levy  (A + B + C - D)  $7,076,119 $7,076,119       $7,076,119 

F.  Total Permissible Exclusions $    434,092 $   369,855  
G.  School Tax Levy Limit, Excluding Levy for Permissible Exclusions $ 6,728,324 $ 6,778,860  
H.  Total Proposed School Year Tax Levy, Excluding Levy to Support Library 
Debt and/or Permissible Exclusions (E – B – F + D) $ 6,642,027 $ 6,706,264  

I.  Difference: G – H (Negative Value Requires 60.0% Voter Approval –  
      See Note Below Regarding Separate Propositions) ** $      86,297 $     72,596  

 
 Administrative Component $  2,361,112 $   2,322,649 $ 2,251,629 

 Program Component $ 20,288,535 $  19,706,764 $ 19,455,050 
 Capital Component $  4,032,864 $   4,106,673 $ 3,679,385 
 * Provide a statement of assumptions made in projecting a contingency budget for the 2020-2021 school year, should the proposed budget be defeated 
pursuant to Section 2023 of the Education Law. 1.) Elimination of community use of all buildings and grounds unless costs were reimbursed to the 
district 2.)  Elimination of equipment purchases 3) Elimination of instructional supplies 4) Elimination of non-contractual salary increases 
 
 
Estimated Basic STAR Exemption Savings1  Under the Budget Proposed for the 2020-2021 School Year.                                        $491 
  
The annual budget vote for the fiscal year 2020-2021 by the qualified voters of the Granville Central School District, Washington County, New York, will 
be held on June 9, 2020, as mandated by the Governor of New York State’s Executive Order No 202.26. Pursuant to the Executive Order, the vote will 
be conducted by absentee ballot only.  
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
- 
1. The basic school tax relief (STAR) exemption is authorized by section 425 of the Real Property Tax Law. 
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